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A Message From The Principal  
Dear Madera South High School Families, 

The school is year a little over a week underway.  We have had a great start to the school year with lots 
of great things happening in and out of the classroom.   

Teachers have been working hard to form positive relationships with our students.  Classroom 
expectations and procedures are being established, and students will soon be creating shared social 
contracts with each of their teachers.  While we understand that students will at times stray from the 
desired behaviors, most issues can be solved quickly because of a shared understanding between 
student and teacher.  As we move further into the school year, work will begin ramp up and students 
will be challenged to rise to high levels.    

Outside of the classroom, we ae starting to engage students in non-academic events. Athletics are 
underway with our cross country, football, tennis, and volleyball teams in action.  Additionally, our clubs 
and Career Technical Pathway organizations are starting to jold events.  Involvement in these 
exrtacurrciular events are crucial to a student’s succes.  We encourage students to be involved in as 
many as their schedules will allow. We encourage all of our families and community members to come 
to these events and see their students perform.  Thank you in advance for your support. 

On Tuesday, August 29, we will have our annual Back to School Carnival.  We have enjoyed engaging 
with our families in thisi non-traditional back to school format as it allows our teachers to meet parents 
in low-stress, fun environment.  And in additiona to having some fun, parents also have the opportunity 
to get to know their student’s teachers and find out information about their classes.  Classroom tours 
will be available for parents, and dinner will be free for all.  We hope to see you all there!  

Best regards, 

Jon Steinmetz 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Coming Soon 
● August 21: E.S. Preview - "What is Ethnic Studies?", 5:30-6:30 PM, Location TBD 
● August 24: FFA Meeting, 5:00-7:00 PM 
● August 29: Back to School Night Carnival: 5:30-7:30 PM 
● September 4: No School, Labor Day 

Student Highlight | Alejandra Bermudez Maciel 

 

Student Highlight | Ivan Gayton 



 

 

 

Staff Highlight | Ms. Menser 

 



 

 

 
Ms. Menser is a new teacher at Madera South High School.  She is not new to teaching and has previously 
taught for Chowchilla Unified.  She will be teaching our Agriculture Floral classes.  We are excited to see the 
amazing projects she can do with our FFA students.   
 
What is your most memorable student support experience? 
When I was able to get freshmen involved in FFA contests online during distance learning.  
 
What is your most memorable learning experience? 
When I was in high school my Ag teachers butchered a pig on campus and it was an experience I will never 
forget! 
 
What hobbies or interests do you enjoy? 
Going to the lake, camping and hanging out with family and friends. 
 
What is a goal you have for the 2022-23 school year? 
My goal is to get the greenhouse filled with students and plants! 

Parent Education Opportunities 
The Parent Institute for Qulaity Education (PIQE) will be starting two parent education courses for 

Madera South parents in September.  These course are free and the help educate parents learn about 

skill;s for success in and life for their children.  The first course begins on September 12 and focuses 

on social-emotional learning.  You can register here. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hn4z7mufaEOruz5PMGjqIKIFlg0aQJtHjF2hUxNivMhUQ1JMSFBCMzdCOThaVDIyTE83VlJHOVhNWCQlQCN0PWcu


 

 

 
The second course focuses on access to higher education.  You can register here. 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/HCFMamiggL


 

 

Attendance Policy 

It is important to understand that each period absence that your child has that is not cleared through 
our attendance office will be counted as an unexcused absence.  If your child feels that they have been 
marked absent in error, they must get a form from our attendance office and have their teacher sign it 
so that the absence can be corrected.  If a student has 3 period absences that are not excused, parents 
will get a warning letter sent home.   

 

School Safety 

What is bullying?    

The word bully at times is loosely used, but what is bullying?  According to stopbullying.gov, the 
definition of bullying is "unwanted, aggressive behavior among school-aged children that involves a real 
or perceived power imbalance.  The behavior is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time".  

If it is not bullying, then what is it?   

● Teasing - Everyone is having fun, no one is getting hurt and everyone is participating. 
● Conflict - No one is having fun, there is a possible solution to the disagreement and there is an 

equal balance of power. 
● Mean Moment - Someone is being hurt on purpose, reaction to a strong feeling or emotion, 

isolated event that does not happen regularly. 

Please encourage your student to use the Stopit Application to report bullying that may be happening to 
them or another student.  Stopit is completely anonymous is instrumental in keeping our campus safe 



 

 

 

Evolv Safety System 
We are excited to announce a new security feature that will be implemented at all of our middle and 
high schools. Beginning the week of August 21st our students and visitors will be entering through the 
Evolv Express system during the school day. The Evolv Express is an open-air kiosk that can identify 
dangerous items inside bags and pockets in real-time, meaning your child(ren) can walk through the 
sensors without removing their concealed belongings or separating themselves from personal items. If 
an item in their possession alarms the system, the system’s green lights turn to red, and a photo of the 
student will be shown on a tablet with a red box around the potentially dangerous item. A trained staff 
member will then search the area indicated in the alert. As a reminder, here is the Annual Notification 
Hanbook that outlines our district policy listing items that are prohibited on our school campus on page 
53. 
 

https://www.madera.k12.ca.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=22711&dataid=47134&FileName=FINAL%202023%20-2024%20Annual%20Notification%20-%20English_Revised_7.25.23.pdf
https://www.madera.k12.ca.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=22711&dataid=47134&FileName=FINAL%202023%20-2024%20Annual%20Notification%20-%20English_Revised_7.25.23.pdf


 

 

Our mission with this new technology is to ensure that your child’s entry to school is not delayed and 
that we maintain a weapon-free campus. 
 
Click here to watch a video on how the system works and what your child(ren) can expect to see and 
experience. You can also view Evolv’s Health and Safety details here. Please contact your school site's 
administration with any questions you might have about Evolv. 
 

 

 

Student Health Wellness | (Topic) 
(text) 

 
Staff & Student Highlight | Frosh Orientation 

https://fast.wistia.net/embed/iframe/f7qj3nqd1y
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gpKCTpgWPP5fXUW-pWdxMLyN3IjAKm53/view?usp=sharing


 

 

 

Staff & Student HighLight | Education Pathway Project 



 

 

 
The first Little Library is up at Alpha Elementary and ready! 

Staff & Student Highlight | Welcome Back Week 



 

 

 

 

 


	A Message From The Principal
	Student Highlight | Alejandra Bermudez Maciel
	Student Highlight | Ivan Gayton
	Staff Highlight | Ms. Menser
	Parent Education Opportunities
	Attendance Policy
	School Safety
	What is bullying?
	The word bully at times is loosely used, but what is bullying?  According to stopbullying.gov, the definition of bullying is "unwanted, aggressive behavior among school-aged children that involves a real or perceived power imbalance.  The behavior is ...
	Evolv Safety System

	Student Health Wellness | (Topic)
	Staff & Student Highlight | Frosh Orientation
	Staff & Student Highlight | Welcome Back Week

